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On the evening of Feb. 19, an estimated 60,000 persons participated in a demonstration in downtown
Mexico City to express their repudiation of the government's sweeping anti- inflation program. The
demonstrators called on the government to implement wage hikes, price controls, and a foreign debt
payment moratorium. They also demanded the immediate resignation of President Miguel de la
Madrid's entire cabinet. On Dec. 15, the government introduced an emergency economic plan in
an effort to prevent hyperinflation. Known as the "economic solidarity pact," the program included
an average 78% increase in prices and fees for public goods and services. In the same period, the
minimum wage was increased only 38%. The demonstration was sponsored by a loose coalition of
political, labor and student groups, called the National Front of Resistance Against the Pact. Major
organizers included, among others, Jorge Martinez Alvarez of the Current Democratic Movement
(Movimiento Corriente Democratico), a dissident faction of the Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI); Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, presidential candidate of the National Democratic Front;
representatives of the Workers Revolutionary Party; and, representatives of the Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de Mexico employees labor union. Earlier, the government promised that
the consumer price index would begin declining in March, while inflation would drop to 2% per
month in late 1988. On Dec. 17, President de la Madrid said that inflation would be managed in a
prudent, sensible and realistic manner. With its anti-inflation program, he added, the government
had avoided a worse economic crisis. In 1987, the 159.2% inflation rate broke all records. Inflation
in December totaled 14.7%, and in January, 15.5%. Even conservative estimates place the decline
in workers' purchasing power since 1982 at 50%. During a speech to the demonstrators on behalf
of the National Front, Ignacio Betancourt said: "On December 15, the government of President
Miguel de la Madrid gave the people a stab in the back by implementing the [economic solidarity]
pact. But today we are here to demand salary increases, price controls, foreign debt payment
moratorium, and immediate resignation of all members of the cabinet who have brought the country
to ruin." According to Betancourt, the minimum salary must be raised by at least 20,000 pesos
(about $9) per month. He said that in the next week the Front would demand an audience with the
president during which he would be informed that the government's economic policy effectively
dispossesses millions of Mexicans of their livelihood to pay the foreign debt. Betancourt said that
such policies have condemned at least 16 million Mexicans to unemployment and another 12 million
to underemployment. At present, at least 14 university employee unions and 11 unions representing
employees at other higher education institutions are on strike in an effort to obtain salary increases.
Teachers and staff are threatening an indefinite national strike if the government refuses to meet
their demands. (Basic data from AP, 02/19/88)
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